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INTRODUCTION : 

The Y m i r  Gold Camp i n  sou thcen t ra l  B r i t i s h  Columbia has 

a modest pas t  production record dat ing  back t o  t h e  l a t e  1890s and 

continuing somewhat i n t e r m i t t a n t l y  u n t i l  1951. The camp had twenty- 

t h r e e  (23) producers, and produced 268,000 ounces of gold and 

1,386,000 ounces of s i l v e r  from 873,000 tons  of o r e  mi l led ,  (or  

shipped). 

I n  view of the  lncrease  i n  t h e  p r i c e  of gold s i n c e  1972, 

from t h e  previous f ixed $35.00 (u.S.) an ounce t o  t h e  cu r ren t  

(~ovember ,  1976) p r i c e  of $130.00 per ounce, many o ld  gold camps 

a r e  being economically re-evaluated. Modern emphasis hov~ever, i s  

away from narrow, labour in tens ive  "vein" type depos i t s  towards 

replacement, skarn o r  metasedimentary depos i t s  which have l a r g e r  

dimensions and a r e  therefore  amenable t o  h ighly  mechanized methods 

of mining and extract ion.  

The Ronoke and Lexington claims l i e  near  t h e  center -eas t  

e$ 
s e c t i o n  of the  Old Y m i r  Gold Camp, and were r e c e n t l y  inspected by 

t h e  author  a s  p a r t  of a general re-examination of t h e  a r a i n  general.  

This  r epor t  uescribes work done, and f i r s t  impressions of 

t h e  claims during a very b r i e f  v i s i t ,  and i s  designed f o r  assessment 

work submission. Assessment work d e t a i l s  a r e  summarized i n  

Appendix I. Metric u n i t s  have been used throughout, i n  keeping 

wi th  modern pract ice.  



LOCATION AND ACCESS: 

The Lexington and Ronoke claims a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  by c a r  o r  

t ruck  during snow f r e e  months, being seven (7) road ki lometers  

nor theas t  of t h e  Town of Y m i r  on t h e  Y m i r  ( formerly Wild ~ o r s e )  

Creek Road. Both claims s t r a d d l e  t h e  creek and a branch road off  

t h e  main Y m i r  Creek road proceeds downhill t o  t h e  creek and o ld  

workings. 

Y m i r  is Gituated i n  t h e  Salmo Valley between Nelson and 

t h e  town of Salmosand is  serviced by Highway No. 6, the  East  

KootemjrPower Line and the  Burlington Northern Railway, 

The N.T,S. code reference  f o r  t h e  a rea  i s  82F/6E, 

CLAIMS ILFORMATION: 

The Lexington and Ronoke a r e  rever ted  crawn granted mineral 

r! claims acquired by M r .  C. F. Graham of M e r r i t t ,  B,C. i n  t h e  f a l l  of 

Ibd 1975. They a r e  r eg i s t e red  i n  t h e  Nelson Mining Divison and a r e  shown 

on B. C, Department of Mines Minerals Claim Map No, 82Fl6E. 

The following t a b l e  l i s t s  claims information: 

CLAIM NAME LOT /! - ACRES - * EXPIRY DATE 

LEXINGTON 3718 119 46.66 Nov. 10, 1976 
RONOKE 340 2 116 51.65 Nov, 10, 1976 

*AS of Nov. 1, 1976 
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NELS MINING DIVt$K)N 
LOCATION MAP FIGURE 1 
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GENERAL SETTING: 

The Nelson-Ymir-Salmo a r e a  l i e s  i n  t h e  southcent ra l  por t ion  

of t h e  Province, within the  Nelson Ranges of t h e  Se lk i rk  Mountains, 

This region i s  an impressive upland su r face  wi th  s t e e p  t o  moderately 

rounded peaks r i s i n g  t o  e levat ions  i n  excess of 2200 meters  above 

sea l e v e l ,  

Fores t  cover i s  extensive and wel l  developed below e levat ions  

of about 1800 meters, and i e v e r a l  saw m i l l s  and logging o u t f i t s  a r e  

a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  the  f o r e s t  resource  indust ry ,  A t  higher e levat ions  

t h e  vegeta t ion  becomes subalpine t o  a lp ine ,  

Y m i r  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  a "Ghost Town1' but  i s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  

loca ted  i n t h e  Salmo Valley between Nelson and Salmo. There i s  a 

r e s t a u r a n t ,  gas s t a t i o n  and ho te l ,  

HISTORY : 

The Ronoke and Lexington claims were crown granted on 

March 19, 1901 by a company: named London and Rossland (B-c.) Ltd. 

This  company had acquired severa l  adjo in ing claims i n  1899, 1900 

and 1901, however the re  is  no f u r t h e r  reference  t o  t h e  company i n  

B,C. K i n i s t e r  of Mibe8 Reports a f t e r  1901. Cockfield (1936) r e p o r t s  

t h a t  a t  t h a t  time (1936), the  claims were owned by A, J, Campbell, 

W. Roy Hunter and associa tes ,  and severa l  c u t s  and t h r e e  a d i t s  were 

repor ted  on t h e  property c lose  t o  Wildhorse ( ~ n i r )  Creek. A t  t h e  

time of Cockfield's f i e l d  work, i n  1936, the  a d i t s  had caved and were 

inaccess ib le ,  
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Apparently l i t t l e  work has been conducted s i n c e  t h a t  

time u n t i l  1975 when t::e crown g r a n t s  r eve r t ed  t o  t h e  crown and 

were r e c e n t l y  acquired by M r ,  C. F. Graham. 

GENERAL GEOLOGY: 

The Y m i r  Gold camp l i e s  on the  e a s t  f l ank  of a l a rge ,  

nor th  t rending synclinoriu.g,whose a x i s  runs from Salmo t o  Nelson, 

a  d i s t a n c e  of roughly 40 kilometers.  The synclinorium i s  "f loa t ing"  

being enclosed, f o r  the  most p a r t ,  i n  Nelson Plutonic  rocks, and 

t h e  l a t t e r  i s  considered by most workers a s  being derived by 

metamorphism of pre-exist ing volcanic  and sedimentary rocks. ( L i t t l e ,  

1960, pg. 98). 

The synclinorium c o n s i s t s  of t h e  fol lowing sequence (from 

ou t s ide ,  o r  o ldes t ,  towards t h e  cen te r  and youngest). 

1, Lower o r  Pre-Jurassic Y m i r  Group (formerly Pend-DIOreille by 

~ r ~ s d a l e )  cons is t ing  of a r g i l l i t e ,  s l a t e  and paragneiss.  

2. Lower J u r a s s i c  Rossland Formation cons i s t ing  predominantly of 

greenstones. 

3. ~Iid/Upper J u r a s s i c  Hal l  Formation, which conformably o v e r l i e s  

t h e  Rossland, and c o n s i s t s  of a r g i l l i t e ,  sandstone and ccnglom- 

era te .  This e n t i r e  complex i s  in t ruded by var ious  in t rus ions  

of t h e  Eelson plutonic s u i t e ,  and i s  l o c a l l y  s t rong ly  deformed 



To the  e a s t  of the  syncl inor iun  i s  a sequence of Cambrian 

and Ordovician s t r a t a  t h a t  a r e  nor the r ly  trending and a r e  

charac ter ized  by q u a r t z i t e ,  a r g i l l i t e  and var ious  sch i s t s .  

Productive me ta l l i f e rous  gold, s i l v e r  lead and zinc deposi t s  

occur i n  a l l  t he  above described rocks except t h e  Hall  Formation. 

DESCRIPTION OF SHOl.iIKGS : 

The LexingtonlRonoke showings a r e  adjacent  t o  Y m i r  Creek, 

and t h e  lower showing i s  on t h e  south s i d e  of the  creek and t h e  upper 

(upstream approxinately 300 meters)  showing i s  on the  nor th  s i d e  of 

t h e  creeLExposure i s  extremely l imi ted  and t h e  a d i t s  a r e  now caved end 

t h e r e f o r e  examination was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  dumps, a few open c u t s  

and an occassional  outcrop. Immediately south of t h e  creek is  a 

gravel  b l u f f ,  and f u r t h e r  south severa l  gravel  benches and t h e  over- 

burden c o m p l e t e l y  obscures bedrock. 

LOWER SWOI4ING ( ~ e x i n g t o n )  

The lower showing c o n s i s t s  of t h e  dumps from two caved a d i t s  

and a few c u t s  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  open. The rocks a r e  s i l i c i f i e d ,  rus ty ,  

a l t e r e d  s c h i s t s  and Nelson i n t r u s i v e  rocks. The s c h i s t s  were assigned 

t o  the Pend d t  O r e i l l e  group by Drysdale (1914) and C o c k f i ~ l d  (1936). 

Most r eg iona l  geological  maps show t h e  a rea  under la in  e n t i r e l y  by t h e  

Nelson granodiori te .  Presumably then t h e  lowermost shoving is  an 

Xenoli th of s c h i s t  i n  the  Nelson igneous complex. 



The s i l i c i f i e d  s c h i s t  and hybrid rocks conta in  v e i n l e t s  

and disseminations of p y r i t e  with some s c a t t e r e d  galena and a 

t r a c e  of chalcopyri te .  Cockfield r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  minera l iza t ion  

wfollow c e r t a i n  beds o r  s e r i e s  of beds i n  t h e  schists l l .  He 

r e p o r t s  t h a t  f i v e  assays across  40 f e e t  averaged $7.00 a ton  i n  

gold. (or  0.2 ounces Au per ton -with gold a t  $35.00 per  ounce). 

The Ifelson rocks observed were coarse grained b i o t i t e  g rnod io r i t e s  

wi th  t r a c e s  of disseminated pyr i te .  

UPPER SHOIJING 

Approximately 300 meters upstream, and on the  nor th  bank 

n of t h e  r i v e r  i s  a small outcrop and a caved a d i t .  The g d i t  is  

Li apparent ly  caved f o r  a d is tance  of about 10 meters  from t h e  p o r t a l  

and t h e  a d i t  appears t o  have been dr iven nor theas te r ly  on a s e r i e s  

of v e r t i c a l  j o i n t  s e t s  i n  a  h ighly  s i l i c i f i e d  h o s t  rock. Cockfield 

(1936) r e p o r t s  $40.00 i n  gold from t h i s  zone (o r  1.14 ounces per  ton  

a t  t h e  o ld  p r i c e  of $35.00 per  ounce f o r  gold). 

Specimens col lec ted  by t h e  author  were exa!ined under a  

b inocular  microscope and ranged from hornblende-biot i te  s c h i s t ,  t o  a  

s i l i c e o u s - p y r i t i c  sample with t r a c e s  of galena, chalcopyr i te  and 

considerable  graphite. There i s  some no t i ceab le  su lphide/quar tz  



CONCLUDING REkIrlRKS : 

Old workings on t h e  Lexington and Ronoke claims a r e  caved 

and p r e s e n t l y  inaccessible.  Overburden i n  t h e  v a l l e y  i s  extensive 

and t h e r e f o r e  outcrops a r e  exceedingly r a r e ,  and r e s t r i c t e d  t o  the  

lowermost stream bed sec t ion  of t h e  claims. 

Previous r epor t s  r e f e r  t o  t h e  minera l iza t ion  a s  "replacing" 

or fol lowing c e r t a i n  beds i n  t h e  s c h i s t s  and t h e  lower workings a r e  

repor ted  t o  ca r ry  0.2 ounces of gold across  40 f e e t .  



APPENDIX I 

Assessment Work D e t a i l s  

PROJECT: Ronoke-Lexington 

LOCATION: Y m i r  Crrek, seven (7) kilometers  e a s t  of Y m i r ,  B.C. 

N.T.S. 82F/6E - Nelson Mining Division 

DATES \?ORKED: October 29, 1976 

FIELD PERSONNEL : 

WORK DONE: 

tlr. C. F. Graham, prospector ,  Mer r i t t ,  B.C. 
kir. I. Urquhart, prospector ,  Mer r i t t ,  B.C. 
D. R. Cochrane, P.Eng. 

Examination of old workings and sample c o l l e c t i o n  
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