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SUMMARY 

Prospecting and preliminary geological mapping were ca r r i ed  

out on the  Whistler claim on 15 and 16 August 1979. Gold mineralization 

associated with pyr i te ,  chalcopyrite,  galena, spha ler i te  and arseno- 

pyr i te  occurs i n  quartz and quartz-carbonate "veins" i n  pyroc las t ic  

rocks of  the  Telkwa Formation of the Hazelton Group. Grab samples 

taken i n  1979 yielded up t o  1.44 oz./t Au and 1.2 oz./t Ag.  

This i n i t i a l  inves t iga t ion  suggests t h a t  t he  mineralization 

on the  Vhis t le r  claim i s  strata-bound and t h a t  t he  rrineralization may 

owe i t s  o r ig in  t o  a nearby volcanic source. 

INTRO WCTION 

The Khist ler  Crown-granted mineral claim (L 2892) was pros- 

pected on 15 and 16 August 1979. A preliminary geological map was a l so  

made a t  t h i s  time, using a pace and compass survey. Outcrops shown 

on the  accompanying preliminary map are  only located approximately. 

I n  places the t e r r a i n  i s  s t e e p  and Facing i s  very d i f f i c u l t .  All t h e  

o ld  survey posts were found and they  a l l  a re  leg ib le .  

Most of t h e  claim i s  covered by overburden, which supports 

a moderate t o  heavy growth of scrubby balsam fir. 

I wish t o  thank Mrs. Herta Hromatka and T. G. Schroeter of  

t h e  Finithers o f f i ce  of t h e  K m i s t r y  of Ehergy, Mines and Fetroleum 

Resources f o r  t h e i r  he lp  during t h e  prepara t ior  of this report .  I 

a lso  wish t o  thank Dr. W. Johnson, Chief Analyst and Assayer, 

, 
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Ministry of Energy, Mines and Fetroleum Resources, Victor ia ,  f o r  

three spectrochemical analyses. 

LOCATION AND ACCESS 

The Whistler claim l i e s  on the  northern s lope  of  rome 

Mountain, between approximately 1460 m and 1555 m e levat ion,  about 

32 km e a s t  of Smithers, Omineca Mining Itivision, Br i t i sh  Columbia. 

bme lbuntain i s  a northwest trending mountain, rounded by 

g lac ia t ion ,  which reaches an e leva t ion  of 1753 metres above sea level .  

Access was by Land-Rover v i a  the  Woodmere, Paradise (Guess) 

Lake and Tome E,abine Mines roads t o  t h e  southern foo t  of the  Come 

Mountain summit. From there  it i s  about 1/2 hour walk north t o  the 

claim. 

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT 

Gold-bearing veins  were discovered on Ibme Mountain about 

1914. The Whistler claim was s taked on 18 June 1921 by D a n  min l ivan  

f o r  Thomas Blythman and the  claim was surveyed i n  October 1923 (Ruther- 

ford,  1923). 

The c l a i m s  on bme Kountain, including the  h’histler, were 

taken over i n  1923 by the  Federal Mining and Smelting Co., who d id  

considerable surface and underground work on seve ra l  claims i n  the  

a rea  through t h e i r  subsidiary the  bme Kountain Gold Fining Go., Ltd. 
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On the  Khist ler  claim a trench about 18 metres i n  length and severa l  

smaller trenches and F i t s  were excavated during t h i s  period. The 

r e s u l t s  of t h i s  work were not up t o  expectations.  Exploration was 

ha l ted  i n  the  summer of 1924 and the  equipment was hauled out. 

I n  1946 the  Pome Fountain claims were relinquished by the  

Federal Mining and Smelting Co. M r .  Karl J. Springer acquired the  

claims i n  1949 (? )  and held them u n t i l  1978. Between 1949 and 1978 

t h e  gold showings were examined by a number of geologis ts  and 

engineers. The rr.ost de ta i led  examination of the area was made by M r .  

Gordon Hilchey (Hilchey, 1963) who mapped and sampled most of the  

known gold occurrences, including the  Whistler. 

I acquired the  reverted Whistler Crown-granted claims on 

8 November, 1978. 

GEOLOGICAL SETTING 

The Come Nountain region i s  underlain by northwest-striking 

volcanic and sedimentary rocks c-f t he  Hazelton Group. These rocks are  

intruded by a few small stocks mainly of d i o r i t i c  composition, not a l l  

of which are  mapped. Outcrops i n  the  inineralized area cons is t  almost 

e n t i r e l y  of volcanic rocks of intermediate composition assigned t o  

t he  Telkwa Formation (Tipper and fichardson, 1976). 

Come Fountain i s  3.argely a p i l e  of pyroclast ic  rocks exposed 

i n  an eroded, northwest-striking an t i c l ine .  These rocks range from 

volcanic brecc ias  t o  very fine-grained water-laid t u f f s .  The rocks are  
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mainly of intermediate composition and they range from grey t o  green 

o r  red  i n  colour. Massive andes i t ic  rocks, a few s i l i ceous  volcanic 

units, some shaly t u f f s ,  and a very few, small, limestone lenses  

were a l so  noted on the mountain during Frospecting i n  1979. 

Gold i s  found i n  apparently strata-bound quartz  or quartz- 

carbonate "veins" with varying amounts of pyr i te ,  chalcopyrite,  galena, 

spha ler i te ,  arsenopyrite and specular i te  i n  the  pyroc las t ic  rocks. 

Shearing i s  general ly  associated. with the  mineralization. 

GEOLOGY ---- 

The Whistler claim covers pa r t  of the  northeastern f lank 

of t he  Dome Mountain an t i c l ine .  The outcrops on the claim can be divided 

i n t o  two d i s t i n c t  u n i t s  by a more or l e s s  c e n t r a l  north-trending l i n e  

( f ig .  2). To the  west of t he  l i n e  l i e  t he  pyroc las t ic  rocks t h a t  carry 

the  gold mineralization. These rocks comprise l a p i l l i  t u f f s ,  volcanic 

breccias,  tuff-breccias,  t u f f s  and c r y s t a l  t u f f s  (+ - 1 mm plagioclase 

c rys t a l s ) .  The rocks range i n  colour from grey t o  green and red; they 

s t r i k e  northwest and they d i p  t o  the  eas t .  Locally t h e  dips  a re  steep. 

The rocks t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  l i n e  a re  massive andesi tes  t h a t  

overl ie  t h e  pyroc las t ic  un i t .  The andesi tes  a re  grey-green i n  colour 

and carry small  but var iab le  amounts of magnetite. Commonly t h e  ande- 

s i t e s  exhib i t  prominent epidot izat ion.  White quartz  veins  with small  

amounts of py r i t e  and/or specular i te  are widespread. 
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A strata-bound quartz occurrence with s m a l l  amounts of 

pyri te ,  galena, spha le r i t e ,  chalcopyrite,  arsenopyrite and carbonate 

i s  exposed i n  severa l  o ld  trenches and p i t s  along the  southwestern 

claim boundary. The adjacent pyroc las t ic  rocks are sheared and carbon- 

a t ized  f o r  a few centimetres away from t h e  mineralization. The mineral- 

i z a t i o n  s t r i k e s  northwest and dips  t o  t h e  eas t ,  under the  Whistler 

claim. The mineralized zone i s  general ly  l e s s  than 30 cm wide. 

Spectrochemical analyses were run on three  grab s m p l e s  

i n  1979 (see f ig .  2 ) .  The bes t  r e s u l t s  were from the  main t rench where 

a sample of white quartz  with about 1% pyr i t e  assayed 1.2 oz./t Au. 

This mineral izat ion was named the  Xo. 1 Vein by t h e  e a r l y  

workers. The No. 2 Vein, approximately p a r a l l e l  t o  the KO. 1, out- 

crops about 45 metres t o  t h e  west on t h e  adjacent Pioneer claim 

(Hilchey, 1963 ). 

My p r o s p c t i n g  revealed no mineral occurrences t h a t  had 

not been found previously. 
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ITE3lIZEL_C_OST STATFLTl- WHISTLER CLAIM 

Work : 

A. L'Orsa, geologist ,  15 and 16 August @ $15O.OO/day $300.00 

A. L'Orsa, report ,  25 October @ $15O.OO/day $150.00 

Groceries: $ 18.00 

Transportation: 

Land-Faver 4 x 4 ,  2 days @ $28.OO/day 

105 km @ ll@/km 

$ 56.00 

$ 11.60 
---I- 



QUALIFICATIONS 

I, Anthony L'Orsa of Smithers, F.C. hereby c e r t i f y  tha t :  

1. I am a graduate of Tulane University, New Crleans, La., 

U.S.A.,with t h e  degree o f  B.Sc. (1961) and M.Sc. (1964) 

i n  geology. 

2. I am a Fellow of the  Geological Association of Cm8d.a 

and a wember of  t h e  Society f o r  Geology Applied t o  

Wnera l  &posi ts .  

3. I have prac t i sed  my profession s ince  1962. 


