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T H E  TOP- E R I C  G R O U P  
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The Top - E r i c  c l a i m s  a r e  owned by C .F .  Graham o f  

M e r r i t t ,  B . C . ,  a n d  h a v e  a s  c u r r e n t  o p e r a t o r ,  A r i z a k o  Mines  

L t d .  o f  V a n c o u v e r ,  B . C .  The c l a i m s  a r e  l o c a t e d  1 5  k i l o m e t e r s  

s o u t h e a s t  o f  N e l s o n ,  i n  t h e  N e l s o n  M i n i n g  D i v i s i o n .  The 

c l a i m  g r o u p  c o n s i s t s  o f  2 M.G.S. c o n t i g u o u s  c l a i m s :  

t o t a l l i n g  2 7  u n i t s :  

Top - 1 2  u n i t s ,  r e c o r d  number  3 1 6 1 ( 6 )  

E - c i c  - 1 5  u n i t s ,  r e c o r d  number  3 2 9 4 ( 7 )  

C u r r e n t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  v i a  t h e  C l e a r w a t e r  

C-reek l o g g i n g  r o a d :  t h e  t u r n o f f  i s  l o c a t e d  1 3  k i l o m e t e r s  

s o u t h  o f  N e l s o n ,  B . C .  a l o n g  Highway 6 ( N e l s o n  - S a l m o )  o r  

50Om s o u t h  o f  t h e  W h i t e w a t e r  s k i - h i l l  t u r n o f f .  The n o r t h e a s t  

e d g e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  c u t s  t h e  C l e a r w a t e r  C r e e k  r o a d  a t  a 

d ' L s t a n c e  o f  5 .5  k i l o m e t e r s  f r o m  t h e  Highway t u r n - o f f .  T h e r e  

i s  no  c u r r e n t  a c c e s s  r o a d  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  p a s s a b l e  by v e h i -  

c l e s .  A r o a d  d o e s  e x i s t  w h i c h  r u n s  f r o m  t h e  Y m i r  C r e e k  

V i t l l e y  up  H u c k l e b e r r y  C r e e k  b u t  i s  s l o u g h e d  3 k i l o m e t e r s  

s o u t h  o f  t h e  Top c l a i m .  The p r o p e r t y  l i e s  b e t w e e n  3900  

a n d  6 9 0 0  f e e t  e l e v a t i o n .  

V e g e t a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  c l a i m  a r e a  i s  v a r i a b l e  r a n g i n g  

f r o m  p o s t  f i r e  s e c o n d a r y  g r o w t h ,  o l d  l o g g e d  c e d a r  s e c t i o n s ,  

o c c a s s i o n a l  m a t u r e  c o n i f e r  s t a n d s  t o  e x t e n s i v e  h u c k l e b e r r y  

b u s h  p a t c h e s  i n  t h e  s u b a l p i n e .  The t e r r a i n  t y p i c a l l y  c o n s i s t s  

0::  2 0  - 30' s l o p e s  w i t h  s p a r s e  o u t c r o p  a t  l o w e r  e l e v a t i o n s  

w f . t h  a n o t a b l e  i n c r e a s e  f r o m  a b o u t  5500 f e e t  e l e v a t i o n .  

The c l a i m  a r e a  l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  K o o t e n a y  A r c ,  a n o r t h -  

s o u t h w e s t e r l y  c o n c a v e  s t r u c t u r a l  p r o v i n c e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 

c o m p r e s s e d  s u i t e  o f  g e o s y n i c a l  s e d i m e n t a r y  a n d  v o l c a n i c  

r o c k s  l o c a l l y  i n t r u d e d  by  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  N e l s o n  B a t h o l i t h .  

The a c t u a l  p r o p e r t y  i s  l a r g e l y  u n d e r l a i n  by Y m i r  Group  
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metasediments (particularly shaly varieties) which exhibit 
a predominantly northerly strike. Near the west boundary 
of the claims at the headwaters of Huckleberry Creek occurs 

a north trending contact with the Rossland Group Volcanics 

(lower Jurrasic volcanics of the Elise formation - locally 
dark green augite porphyry predominates). 

The following excerpt from G.S.C. Memoir 94 summarizes 

the known workings, geology, and mineralization on this 

claim group: 

"Location and Development. The Jennie Bell and Ymir 

Mint claims are situated in a glacial basin on the east 
side of Elise mountain at the source of the North F o r k  o f  

Wild Horse creek. The group includes five or six claims 

held by location. The upper workings are at an elevation 
of about 5 , 8 0 0  feet above sea-level. A rawhide trail 
connects the property with the North Fork wagon road. The 

Jennie Bell claim was located July 17, 1911, by Joseph 

Kileel and J.R. Bremner. They ran a short tunnel and 

prospect winze on the Jennie Bell vein in 1911 and developed 

some ore, carrying, it is said, $100 to the ton in gold, 
silver, and lead. In 1912 a tunnel was commenced to tap 
the vein at a point 50  feet lower in elevation than the 

upper working. J.J. Hennessey, representing Martin Woldson 

of Spokane, Washington, took a bond on the property and 

had three men working in 1913. Work in the lower tunnel 

was commenced May 20,1914, and by August 20 had proceeded 

8 0  feet. There were 80 sacks of ore ready for shipment, 
said to average $ 5 0  per ton. The gold values are higher 
than those of  silver and lead." 

"Geology. The vein in the upper tunnel strikes north 

25 degrees west (magnetic) and dips to the southwest at 

an angle of 6 5  degrees. The adit tunnel on this vein is 
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2 5  f e e t  l o n g  a n d  h a s  a p r o s p e c t  w i n z e  a t  t h e  f a c e  ( f u l l  

o f  w a t e r  i n  1 9 1 4 ) .  The v e i n  v a r i e s  f r o m  1 f o o t  t o  2 f e e t  

i n  w i d t h  a n d  o n  t h e  f o o t  w a l l  s i d e ,  n e a r  t h e  p o r t a l  o f  

t h e  t u n n e l ,  t h e  q u a r t z  a p p e a r s  t o  c u t  t h e  s c h i s t  w h e r e a s  

e l s e w h e r e  i t  f o l l o w s  t h e  p l a n e s  o f  s c h i s t o s i t y .  I n  t h e  

f a c e  o f  t h e  t u n n e l  two v e i n s  o f  q u a r t z  a r e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  

a n  i n t e r v e n i n g  s c h i s t  b a n d .  The  o r e  s h o o t  i s  r e p o r t e d  

t o  h a v e  a p i t c h  o f  3 0  d e g r e e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  w h e r e a s  

t h e  s c h i s t  d i p s  a t  a n  a n g l e  o f  65  d e g r e e s  i n  t h e  same 

d i r e c t i o n .  The f o o t - w a l l  o f  t h e  v e i n  i s  a d a r k ,  g r e y i s h  

g r e e n  s c h i s t ,  f i n e  g r a i n e d  a n d  p y r i t i c ;  t h e  h a n g i n g - w a l l  

i s  a more mass ive  p y r i t i c  g r e e n s t o n e  s c h i s t .  Q u a r t z  o r e  

w i t h  a v e r y  l i t t l e  p y r i t e  ( w e i g h i n g  3 %  o u n c e s  f r o m  a s a c k  

o f  o r e )  was a s s a y e d  by t h e  M i n e s  B r a n c h  a n d  f o u n d  t o  

c o n t a i n  0 .28  o u n c e  i n  g o l d  a n d  1 4 2 . 8  o u n c e s  i n  s i l v e r  

p e r  t o n . "  

*' The l o w e r  t u n n e l  commences a s  a c r o s s c u t  i n  a 

g r e e n s t o n e  s c h i s t  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  a s  s u c h  f o r  1 4 5  f e e t .  The 

b e a r i n g  o f  t h e  c r o s s c u t  i s  s o u t h  7 3  d e g r e e s  w e s t  ( m a g n e t i c )  

f o r  66 f e e t ,  t h e n  s o u t h  7 8  d e g r e e s  w e s t  f o r  5 5  f e e t ,  a n d  

n o r t h  5 0  d e g r e e s  wes t  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  2 5  f e e t .  The 

J e n n i e  B e l l  v e i n  w a s  e n c o u n t e r e d  f o r  o n l y  a f e w  f e e t .  

A t  1 4 6  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  p o r t a l  a w a t e r  c o u r s e  a n d  s c h i s t  o r e  

z o n e  w e r e  e n c o u n t e r e d  a n d  d r i f t e d  o n  f o r  45  f e e t .  The  

s t r i k e  o f  t h i s  s h e a r  z o n e ,  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  Y m i r  M i n t  v e i n  w h i c h  i s  e x p o s e d  o n  t h e  

o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  J e n n i e  B e l l  b a s i n ,  i s  n o r t h  8 d e g r e e s  

w e s t  ( m a g n e t i c )  a n d  t h e  d i p  v e r t i c a l .  The w o r k i n g  t h e n  

s w i n g s  t o  a b e a r i n g  o f  n o r t h  50  d e g r e e s  e a s t ,  c r o s s c u t s  

more mass ive  g r e e n s t o n e  f o r  3 6  f e e t ,  m e e t s  t h e  J e n n i e  

B e l l  v e i n  a n d  f o l l o w s  t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  1 0 8  f e e t ,  The v e i n ,  

w h e r e  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  i s  6 i n c h e s  i n  w i d t h  a n d  l i e s  

b e t w e e n  s c h i s t  w a l l s .  The s t r i k e  o f  t h e  v e i n  o n  t h i s  

l e v e l  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  s c h i s t  v i z . ,  f r o m  n o r t h  

30 d e g r e e s  w e s t  t o  n o r t h  2 0  d e g r e e s  w e s t ;  t h e  d i p  v a r i e s  
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f r o m  4 0  t o  50 d e g r e e s  s o u t h w e s t e r l y .  A q u a r t z  v e i n  2 

i n c h e s  w i d e  i s  e x p o s e d  i n  t h e  f a c e  b e t w e e n  w a l l s  o f  

f i n e - g r a i n e d ,  g r e e n s t o n e  s c h i s t  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  R o s s -  

l a n d  V o l c a n i c  g r o u p . "  

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  l o c a t e  o l d  w o r k i n g s  a n d  t o  e x p l o r e  f o r  

o t h e r  v e i n s  c o n t a i n i n g  Au, Ag, Pb ,  Zn o n e  t r a v e r s e  was made 

t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  known w o r k i n g s  a n d  2 o t h e r  a r e a s  o n  t h e  

c l a i m  g r o u p  were t e s t e d  by  s o i l  g e o c h e m i s t r y .  The 1 4 3  s o i l s  

c o l l e c t e d  were s h i p p e d  t o  be  a n a l y s e d  f o r  t h e  e l e m e n t s  l e a d  

a n d  z i n c .  

D u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  a u t h o r  a n d  2 

a s s i s t a n t s  t r a v e r s e d  t o  t h e  a r e a s  s a m p l e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

c o o r d i n a t i n g  s o i l  s a m p l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  a u t h o r  p r o s p e c t e d  

a n d  r e c o r d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a s  t r a v e r s e d .  The r e s u l t s  

o f  f i e l d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  3 a r e a s  w i l l  be 

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t u r n .  

Area 1 - Y m i r  M i n t  W o r k i n g s  

The t i m e  c o n s u m i n g  t r a v e r s e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e  a r e a  

o f  t h e  w o r k i n g s  l i m i t e d  e v a l u a t i o n  t i m e .  The r o u t e  u p  t h e  

n o r t h  s i d e  o f  H u c k l e b e r r y  C r e e k  was a n  a t t e m p t  t o  e n c o u n t e r  

t h e  o l d  J e n n i e  B e l l  w o r k i n g s .  D e n s e  b r u s h  o b s c u r r e d  t h e  

w ~ r k i n g s  s o  2 s h o r t  f l a g g e d  s o i l  l i n e s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

a n  a t t e m p t  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  m i n e r a l i z e d  s t r u c t u r e .  

The s a m p l i n g  p r o c e d u r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  e x c a v a t i n g  a h o l e  

g e n e r a l l y  20-30cm i n  d e p t h  w i t h  a d i g g i n g  t o o l ,  w e l l  i n  t h e  

B - h o r i z o n  a n d  c o l l e c t i n g  1 0 0  - 2 0 0  g r a m s  o f  s o i l  w h i c h  i n  

e i ich c a s e  was s t o r e d  i n  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  l a b e l l e d  s t a n d a r d  

b:cown p a p e r  s o i l  b a g s .  A l l  s a m p l e s  were s h i p p e d  t o  Kamloops 

R e s e a r c h  a n d  A s s a y  f o r  Pb/Zn a n a l y s e s .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  2 2  s o i l s  c o l l e c t e d  o n  t h e  r i d g e  t o p  

i n d i c a t e  2 s t r o n g  P b  a n o m a l i e s  ( u p  t o  6 X  b a c k g r o u n d )  w h i c h  



l i k e l y  d e f i n e  a m i n e r a l i z e d  s t r u c t u r e  w h i c h  may b e  t h e  

J e n n i e  B e l l .  

The a u t h o r  l o c a t e d  a n d  s a m p l e d  t h e  Y m i r  Mint  d r i f t  

p o r t a l .  T h i s  n o r t h  t r e n d i n g  v e i n  c o n t a i n s  s i g n i f i c a n t  Pb/Ag 

v a l u e s  w i t h  e r r a t i c  b u t  n o t a b l e  Zn/Au v a l u e s  ( s e e  r o c k  a s s a y s  

f o r  s a m p l e s  A and  B p l o t t e d  o n  F i g u r e  3 ) .  Two s h o r t  f l a g g e d  

s o i l  l i n e s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  t r a c e  t h e  Y m i r  

Min t  v e i n .  R e s u l t s  d e f i n e  some a n o m a l o u s  P b  v a l u e s  u p  t o  

3 x  e s t i m a t e d  b a c k g r o u n d .  I n  g e n e r a l  Zn v a l u e s  a r e  t o o  s u b t l e  

t o  c o n t r i b u t e  as  a n  e f f e c t i v e  t r a c i n g  e l e m e n t .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a b o v e  a c t i v i t i e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  

Y m i r  M i n t  V e i n  i s  n a r r o w  w h e r e  o b s e r v e d  b u t  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  

p r e c i o u s  m e t a l  v a l u e s  r e n d e r  i t  w o r t h y  o f  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

The s o i l  g e o c h e m i s t r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  P b , d e f i n e  a n o m a l i e s  

w h i c h  w a r r a n t  f o l l o w - u p  p r o s p e c t i n g  a n d  t r e n c h i n g .  E m p h a s i s  

s h o u l d  be  p l a c e d  o n  l o c a t i n g  a n d  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  o l d  J e n n i e  

B e l l  w o r k i n g s .  F u r t h e r  s o i l  g e o c h e m i s t r y  c a n  be  a p p l i e d  b a s e d  

o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w - u p  t o  t h i s  1 9 8 4  s u r v e y .  If 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  e n c o u r a g e d  a n  a c c e s s  r o a d  t o  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  

H u c k l e b e r r y  C r e e k  i s  recommended.  

A r e a  2 - E a s t  s i d e  o f  Top C I a i m  

T h i s  o v e r b u r d e n e d  a r e a  was s o i l  s a m p l e d  by two 500 m e t e r  

f l a g g e d  n o r t h  l i n e s  ( 2 5  m e t e r  s a m p l e  s i t e s ) .  The Pb /Zn  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  42  s o i l s  i n d i c a t e  s e v e r a l  Pb v a l u e s  o f  a b o u t  

2 x  b a c k g r o u n d .  T h e s e  v a l u e s  a r e  n o t  o u t s t a n d i n g  b u t  s h o u l d  

be c h e c k e d  o u t  b y  p r o s p e c t i n g  a n d  h a n d - t r e n c h i n g  t o  d e f i n e  

t h e i r  c a u s e .  I n  g e n e r a l  t h e  Zn v a l u e s  a r e  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

A.rea 3 - E a s t  s i d e  o f  E r i c  C l a i m  



To e x p l o r e  f o r  p o s s i b l e  m i n e r a l i z e d  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h i s  

a r e a  a t r a v e r s e  was r u n  o n  c o n t o u r  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e n  down- 

s l o p e  o r  e a s t ,  The 57 s o i l s  c o l l e c t e d  a l o n g  t h e  f l a g g e d  

t r a v e r s e  l i n e  w e r e  a n a l y s e d  f o r  Pb /Zn .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  d e f i n e  2 a r e a s  o f  i n t e r e s t  

( r e f e r  t o  F i g u r e  3 ) .  The f i r s t  c o n s i s t s  o f  3 c o n s e c u t i v e  

a n o m a l i e s  w i t h  Pb v a l u e s  2 - 3 x  b a c k g r o u n d  and  c o i n c i d e n t  

z i n c  t o  4lOppm. T h e s e  s i t e s  s h o u l d  b e  p r o s p e c t e d  a n d  h a n d -  

t r e n c h e d  t o  d e f i n e  t h e i r  c a u s e .  The s e c o n d  a r e a  o f  i n t e r e s t  

c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  r o c k  c h i p  s a m p l e  "C" w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  a 

1 0 0  cm q u a r t z  v e i n  w h i c h  a s s a y e d  2 . 7 5 %  Zn. T h i s  o c c u r r e n c e  

s h o u l d  be  r e - c h e c k e d  s i n c e  t h e  a u t h o r  d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  s p h a l e r i t e  

i n  t h e  c o l l e c t e d  s a m p l e .  The s i t e  s h o u l d  be  t r a c e d  on  s u r f a c e  

by p r o s p e c t i n g  a n d  h a n d - t r e n c h i n g  l o c a l l y .  I f  t h e  i n i t i a l  

f o l l o w - u p  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g ,  d e t a i l e d  s o i l  g e o c h e m i s t r y  c o u l d  

b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  t r a c e  t h e  v e i n .  
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A P P E N D I X  2 



D E T A I L E D  COST ESTIMATE 

GI: OLOG I S  T 

2 days field work @ $22S./day 

1 day mobilization/demobilization 

1.5 days report preparation 

A SN S I S TAN T S  

2 men - 3 days @ $120./day 

F C I O D  & ACCOMODATION 

3 days - 3 men @ $45./man day 

FOUR-WHEEL D R I V E  RENTAL & FUEL 

KAMLOOPS RESEARCH & A S S A Y  LABORATORY LTD. 

Soil preparation @ $0.70/soil 

Lead analysis @ $1.9O/soil 

Zinc analysis @ $0.90/soil 

100 soils @ $3.50 per s o i l  

T Y P I N G  A N D  S U P P L I E S  

$1,012.50 

$720.00 

$ 4 0 5 . 0 0  

$225.00 

$ 3 5 0 . 0 0  

$100.00 

--e--- 

TOTAL $2,812.50 

(NOTE: AMOUNT TO BE A P P L I E D  FOR ASSESSMENT I S  $2,700.00) 








