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FIRE AsSAY/AA METHOD FOR GOLD AND SILVER 

PLATINUM AND PALLADIUM 

Approximately L assay ton of prepared sample is fused with a l i tharge 

flux charge to obtain a laad button. The button is cupelled down to 

a precious m e t a l  p r i l l  which is then dissolved aqua regia.  The 

resulting so lut ion  is analysed by atomic absorption specmphotemeuy 

to determine the precious metals. 
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SAMPLE PREPARATION 

soil and sediment samples are dried and sieved through 80 mesh nylon 

screen (maximum partlcle size 200 microns) . 

~ o c k  or d r i l l  core ~a3IIples are crushed to approximately 1/8' in a j a w  

crusher. r i f f l e d  to obtain a representative sample. and pulverized to 

150 mesh (100 micron particle size) . 



ANALYTICAL METHODS POR BASE METALS 

A portion of tbe prepared sample is digested in hot nitric/perrhloric acid 

mixture, or hot aqua regia (nitricihydmchloric acids). 

Elements are determined by atomic absorption spectrophotanetry. 
















