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Introduction 

 

The Sowaqua 1 tenure, # 579004, a two cell claim comprising 42.04 hectares, was staked to investigate 

the potential of precious metals on the property. The claim is cut by the Hozameen Fault, a gold bearing 

structure trending northwest in direction, dividing the underlying geology between the ultramafics on the 

east side of the fault from the undivided sedimentary rocks on the west. The area, better known as the 

Coquihalla Gold Belt, hosted the once prominent Carolin Mine and the Emancipation Mine, among other 

deposits, all of which are greatly influenced by the fault’s geology. 

 

In the 1920s, sluicing, opencuts, trenching and a number of shafts were sunk on benches along this area of 

Sowaqua Creek, with values of gold and platinum being recovered. However, there have been no records 

found indicating if efforts were put forth to identify the source of the deposits. It was with this in mind 

which stemmed the filing of this claim. 

 

Elevation across the tenure ranges from 480m above sea level, at the creek, to 555m at the northeast 

corner, and 1000m at the southwest corner of the claim. The property is conducive to prospecting for 

generally five to six months of the year. 

 

Location & Access 

 

The Sowaqua 1 claim is situate 13.2 kilometres east-northeast of Hope, BC. Located in the Sowaqua 

Creek Valley.  To access the property, exit from BC Highway #5 at Exit 183, the Orthello Turnoff, thence 

travel eastward along the Sowaqua Creek FSR, for a distance of 3.5 kilometres, adjacent to the claim’s 

northeastern boundary. In that the FSR has a steep incline in the onset and is often rather rough over the 

first few kilometres (generally more restricted to the grade), though it has been navigated with 2WD 

vehicles,  4WD vehicles would be recommended. While the Sowaqua Creek FSR does not cross through 

this property, there exists an older woods road which descends the slope and passes through the northern 

portion of the claim. This old road is no longer accessible by vehicles, since the rebuilding of the FSR. 

Though involving a slight bit greater distance of travel than descending the slope, said woods road does 

facilitate an easier access on foot 

 

Summary & Conclusion 
 

With a lack of (bedrock) outcrops in the area in which the July 31, 2011 work program was centered, 

focus was then placed on examining clay-based bank material along that section of Sowaqua Creek as 

illustrated on Map 2, hereto attached.  Sampling of creek/bank gravels with a gold pan, to a depth of 0.5 

metres for precious metal indicator elements, was conducted at intervals of every 50 metres (+/-).  In 

conclusion, seven small nuggets (<3mm) and one slightly larger (>3mm) nugget of gold, plus one 2mm 

nugget of platinum were recovered, along with shards of serpentine.  Approximately 1.5 kilogram of 

(bank) clay material was also secured for closer (UV and microscopic) examination.  To date, processing 

of the clay matter has yet to be completed.  The property was renewed to facilitate further exploration. 
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Work Evaluation & Cost Statement 

 

- - 8.0 Man Hours 

 
Labor –  

Bill Martin………….…  July 31, 2011  4.0 hours   $    80.00 
 
 
Supervisor –   
  Larry Amey….……….  July 31, 2011  4.0 hours   $  120.00 
       Total Work Credits  $  200.00 

 

Meal Costs …………          $    17.00 

       Sub Total   $  217.00 

 

Allowable Vehicle Expenses  (20%) ………………….     $    43.90 

 

Report Preparation ……………………………………     $    80.00 

 

       Total    $  340.90 

 

Attending Parties & Qualifications: 

 

Bill Martin - - 12 years prospecting experience 

Larry Amey - - 30 years prospecting experience 

 

 

 

November 12, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by 
William Larry Amey 

FMC 145191 
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REFERENCE  MAP  1 

 

Claim Geographical Location 
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MAP  2 

 

Work Area 
 

 
Scale 1:6,000 

Map 092H Excerpt 
Tenure Coordinate Reference 

121° 13’ 45.7” W Longitude – 49° 24’ 29.4” N Latitude 
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MAP  3 

 

Contour Map of Claim Area 

 
Scale 1: 6,000 

Map 092H Excerpt 
Tenure Coordinate Reference 

121° 13’ 45.7” W Longitude – 49° 24’ 29.4” N Latitude 
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